A Quick Thanks from
Our Design Team

We extend sincere gratitude to Sahar Joakim-Resch, Ph.D.,
and her dedicated team of student organizers for their
exceptional leadership in realizing the 2026 St. Louis
Undergraduate Philosophy Conference. Through her
generous collaboration, Professor Joakim-Resch entrusted
our Graphic Communications students at St. Louis
Community College-Meramec with the design of a
comprehensive suite of print and digital materials in support
of this important academic gathering. This partnership has
provided our students with an invaluable, real-world learning
experience—one that has significantly advanced their
professional development, deepened their understanding
of client-based design practice, and reinforced the vital role
of visual communication in shaping intellectual and cultural
discourse.

With sincere appreciation,

Professor Michael Swoboda, MFA
Graphic Communications Program Director
STLCC —Meramec
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Meet the Team

Mary Ha
Brochure Designer

Shane Seel
Brochure Designer

Trinity Cason
Brochure & Poster Illustrator

Greta McGlawn
Flyer Designer

Notes

“Wisdom begins in wonder.” - Socrates

Philosophy
Conference

Welcome to the 2026
St. Louis Undergraduate
Philosophy Conference

A year of planning culminates in today’s conference.
Nineteen students submitted original essays, and our ten
peer-reviewers selected eight authors to present. Thank you
to Professor Jason Gardner (WashU) for overseeing the
double-blind evaluation process. This conference is also
enriched by the students who designed its striking
promotional materials. The“thinking man” motif reminds us
to reconsider who holds knowledge. It’s all of us, it’s anyone.
Many thanks to Professor Michael Swoboda (STLCC) for
guiding the graphic design work.

Today, we also hear from eight student commentators, each
offering critical engagement with the presentations. The
efforts of many contributors made this one-day conference
possible. Thanks to The Department of Philosophy at WashU
for sponsoring the food and beverage, as well as providing
this beautiful venue for our event.

In my fourth year organizing a philosophy conference for
students in St. Louis, it remains a distinct honor. There is no
more meaningful way to apply my skills than to create a space

dedicated to thoughtful, respectful, meaningful exchange.

Sahar Joakim Resch, Ph.D

Conference Organizer
www.SaharJoakim.net

Jason Gardner

Conference Assistan
Washington University
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Reviewers

LEAD REVIEWERS

Victoria Mozolewski
St. Louis University

Kate (Elma) Northem
Washington University

Ani Sainz Solis Garcia
St. Louis Community College

Hannah Gardener
Jefferson College

Mason Klein
Washington University

Channah Park
Washington University

Emily So
Washington University

David Oseni
Washington University

Ava Shropshire
Washington University

Alivia Li
Washington University

Agenda

9:00

9:15

9:45

10:15

Welcome

On Rowe, Leibniz,
& the Features of God

SPEAKER

Benjamin Kruger
Washington University

COMMENTATOR

John Klages
St. Louis Community College

The Aristotelian Case for
Strengthening Intelluctual Property
Protections in the Fashion Industry

SPEAKER

Enzo Gilbonio
St. Louis Community College

COMMENTATOR

Mason Klein
Washington University

The False Dichotomy between
“Rape Victim” & “Rape Survivor”
Anonymous

SPEAKER

Yassmin Abdulmalik
Webster University

COMMENTATOR

Victoria Mozolewski
St. Louis University

10:45 Break

11:05

11:35

12:05

The Epistemic, Emotional,
& Practical Value of Political Art

SPEAKER

Harper Moothart
Washington University

COMMENTATOR
Cammi Riley
St. Louis Community College

From the Plain Person to the
Philosophical Quest:
Narrative Unity in Maclntyre

SPEAKER

Samuel Liu
St. Louis University

COMMENTATOR

Hannah Gardener
Jefferson College

A Good Life & a Phenomenal Death:

A Case for a Consciousness
Standard of Death

SPEAKER

Adamya Aggarwal
Washington University

COMMENTATOR

Nicole Hayden
St. Louis Community College

12:45 Lunch

Key Note

1:20

2:40

3410

Why Smart People Disagree about
God & What That Means For You

SPEAKER

Professor Liz Jackson, Ph.D.
St. Louis University

Is the Council of Europe Framework
Convention on Artificial Intelligence
& Human Rights, Democracy &

the Rule of Law Worth Adopting as

an Internationally Binding Document?

SPEAKER

Augustine Magembe
Principia School

COMMENTATOR

Farzana Mahmud
St.Louis Community College

An Aiming Thing- The Unfounded |

SPEAKER

N.H. Striker
St.Louis Community College

COMMENTATOR

Lucy Mullan
Jefferson College



